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Lubavitch of Riverdale has worked to improve
the lives of the Jewish population in the com-
munity.

As community centers go, Chabad
Lubavitch of Riverdale has always shown a
great deal of warmth as they embrace the
very young to the old and everyone in be-
tween that live in the neighborhood.

By utilizing contemporary approaches to tra-
ditional values they have gone a long way to-
ward reinvigorating the Jewish community. |
want to thank my friend Rabbi Levi Shemtov,
the entire leadership team and members of
Chabad for all they have done and continue to
do for our community. Congratulations again
to Chabad Lubavitch of Riverdale on 23 great
years of service.

———

NATIONAL SLAVERY AND HUMAN
TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
MONTH
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Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to mark January as National Slav-
ery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month.

Millions of people are subjected to sex traf-
ficking or forced labor every year.

Each January we take time to recognize the
continuing scourge of human trafficking, but it
is never easy to accept or believe that this
horrible practice still continues in the 21st
Century.

And this is not a problem only in far off for-
eign lands—it is happening right here, in our
own country. We know this in the East Bay,
which | represent, in which there is a signifi-
cant problem with human trafficking and sex
exploitation.

That is why we are so fortunate to have Ala-
meda County District Attorney Nancy O’Malley
fighting back hard against these traffickers and
standing up for victims.

Earlier this month Nancy announced her of-
fice’s latest public relations campaign to help
raise awareness about the tragedy of sex traf-
ficking and make sure victims know how they
can obtain help. She even has a special divi-
sion within her office, called the Human Ex-
ploitation and Trafficking (H.E.A.T.) Unit, to
fight trafficking.

| want to thank Nancy and everyone in the
H.E.A.T. Unit for the work they do to help and
protect the women and children of the East
Bay. It is this kind of diligence and dedication
that will hopefully, one day, bring an end to
human trafficking and sexual exploitation once
and for all.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF LUKE
WAGNER ADAMS

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2015

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life and service of Luke
Wagner Adams. Luke was a beloved member
of the Queens community, who recently
passed away at 76 years of age.
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A longtime Queens resident, Luke settled in
Sunnyside as a young man and quickly be-
came one of the community’s most well-known
activists. One of Luke’s enduring legacies was
his leadership at the helm of the Gateway
Restoration Project, which led to the creation
of Sunnyside’s most iconic symbol, the Sunny-
side Arch. Luke led the charge on a number
of additional projects to improve Sunnyside as
a prominent member of the Sunnyside Cham-
ber of Commerce, Sunnyside/Woodside Lions
Club, Sunnyside Kiwanis Club, and Sunnyside
Artists. In recognition of his long list of accom-
plishments, the Sunnyside Chamber’s annual
‘Sunnysider of the Year award was named in
his honor.

Luke will forever be known not only for his
love for his community, but also for his gen-
erosity and selflessness. Luke’s loyalty to his
friends and community was unmatched, and
he was willing to go above and beyond for
those who asked him for help. Whether it was
raising money for the hungry, being the first to
welcome a newcomer to the neighborhood, or
ensuring that others who joined him in his
civic engagement received proper recognition,
Luke was the most humble and genuine per-
son one could come across.

Luke was immensely proud of his commu-
nity, and dedicated his life to making his
neighborhood a better place. Mr. Speaker,
Luke’s commitment to Queens is, and will con-
tinue to be, an inspiration to all of us. | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring the life and
legacy of Luke Wagner Adams. May he rest in
peace.

—

HONORING DR. EDMUND FRANCIS
LA GAMMA

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
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Wednesday, January 28, 2015

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. Edmund Francis La Gamma for his
receipt of the “Mentor of the Year” Award
from the Eastern Society for Pediatric Re-
search in recognition of his outstanding con-
tributions to the care and treatment of our
most vulnerable citizens—our newborns.

For almost four decades, Dr. La Gamma
has committed himself to improving our under-
standing of diseases which affect premature
babies and advancing their care. He has
served as a Professor of Pediatrics, Bio-
chemistry and Molecular Biology at New York
Medical College and Director of both the Divi-
sion of Newborn Medicine and the Neonatal-
Perinatal Fellowship Program at Maria Fareri
Children’s Hospital. In these roles, he has
been responsible for the care of infants at
over 10 regional affiliate hospitals which span
an area the size of the state of Delaware. In
that time, he has transformed neonatal inten-
sive care at Westchester Medical Center into
one of the state’s most recognized neonatal
intensive care units, earning New York’s high-
est designation of care and national admira-
tion.

In addition, his work as a scientist has con-
tributed greatly to the field of neonatology.
Working with some of the most prominent doc-
tors in his field, Dr. La Gamma has expanded
our understanding of neonatal development
and improved our ability to treat deadly dis-
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eases in newborn infants. Moreover, through-
out his career he has remained focused on
ensuring his research be shared with the sci-
entific community to advance neonatal care,
and has published over 150 peer-reviewed re-
search articles, including 25 book chapters.
From this work, neonatologists across the
country have benefitted from his insights on
caring for premature and critically-ill newborns.

As head of one of the largest neonatal fel-
lowship programs in the nation, he has helped
shape the future of pediatric and neonatology
through his mentorship of students, junior pe-
diatricians, junior neonatologists and academic
faculty. He has directly mentored almost 100
fellows in his career, and he has also shared
his knowledge in hundreds of invited lectures
around the world.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Dr. La
Gamma for his lifelong dedication to newborn
health, his over 15 years of dedication to neo-
natal intensive care in my district, New York
State, and the nation. | urge my colleagues to
join me in congratulating him for his well-de-
served “Mentor of the Year” award, and ap-
plaud his tremendous accomplishments.

——

HONORING ANNE HUTCHINSON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, protecting the en-
vironment and our natural resources are vital,
and when a school is committed to furthering
those goals it deserves a great deal of praise
and admiration. That is why | am proud to ac-
knowledge the Anne Hutchinson Elementary
School in Eastchester, New York which has
been designated as one of the 2014 U.S. De-
partment of Education Green Ribbon School
Honorees.

The prestigious Green Ribbon School pro-
gram recognizes schools where staff, stu-
dents, officials and communities have worked
together to produce energy efficient, sustain-
able and healthy school environments and to
ensure the environmental literacy of grad-
uates.

The Anne Hutchinson Elementary School
was the only New York State School nomi-
nated for the Green Ribbons School program
during the 2013-2014 school year. The
school’'s commitments to reducing its overall
environmental impact, cut utility costs, and
promote awareness by incorporating a wide
variety of environmentally conscious practices
into learning made it one of only 48 schools
across the country to be honored as a Green
Ribbon School.

As a senior member of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee | am keenly aware
of the need to pursue smarter, greener energy
practices in order to achieve true energy inde-
pendence and face the challenges of climate
change. Schools like the Anne Hutchinson El-
ementary School are laying the foundation for
a more sustainable future and | am so proud
to be able to represent such an environ-
mentally conscious school as a Member of
Congress.

Congratulations to the students, faculty and
administrators of the Anne Hutchinson Ele-
mentary School on receiving this incredible
honor and recognition.
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